
ALLIANT ACTION INFO SHEET 1:  THE OICW
OBJECTIVE INDIVIDUAL COMBAT WEAPON

year 2009 replacement of the M-16 rifle 
The OICW is a lightweight assault rifle capable of shooting two 
different munitions: A conventional 5.56mm shell (same as the current 
M-16) and a 20mm grenade style (shrapnel) shell. It utilizes a 
sophisticated computer/laser range finder that 
calculates the distance to an object (perhaps a wall) 
and then detonates the shell just past that point, 
spraying deadly metal fragments down on 
the victims. The OICW can literally 
shoot around corners and 
over walls. But, will it be a 
soldier or child behind that wall? 
Not being able to discern, the OICW is an 
indiscriminate weapon and illegal under all 
International Laws. And what will happen when 
criminals have this weapon? How can our peace 
officers or you be safe on our streets? "Our theme is 
'No place to hide'" says the Army's program manager. Alliant 
currently has a 8.5 million dollar development contract to produce 
seven working models of the OICW. If and when the weapon is 
accepted, Alliant will receive a production contract valued at over one  

half billion dollars. Tentative plans call for production beginning in 
the year 2005.  The cost of each rifle is approximately $10,000.00. With 
the Objective Individual Combat Weapon, soldiers (or criminals) no 
long need worry about a steady and careful aim. Like a camera, they 
only need look through a viewfinder and pull the trigger – sending 
out a barrage of shells. "We're going to take the human factor out as 

much as possible," explains Major James Baldwin of the US 
Army. The OICW will "revolutionize warfare much as the 
introduction of the machine gun did early in this century," 

says Don Sticinski of Alliant Techsystems, "its 
unique capabilities will enable US combat troops 
to virtually shoot around corners to defeat targets 
behind barriers." Once US forces start to carry the 
new weapon, the pressure to give or sell the OICW 

to other NATO forces will become irresistible.  The 
weapon is a joint venture between four multinational 
corporations including Dynamit Nobel AG of Germany. 

Alliant is the primary contractor for the project.
"It is both foolish and irresponsible to introduce this nightmarish 
weapon into a divided and unstable world that views violence as a 
solution to all its problems."
Information from: The Progressive Magazine, St. Paul Pioneer Press 
and Alliant Techsystems web page. Check it out: www.atk.com
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